ecently I was a guest lecturer on food systems in a new seminar in the Department of City and Regional Planning at Cornell University. This was the beginning of the semester and only the second class. The department had never offered a course devoted to food systems before, and it was a bit of an experiment. My assignment as an alum of this department who had a specialty in food systems was to help introduce the topic. I had heard there was a lot of interest across the campus and the class might be a little full, but I was not prepared for the standing-room-only crowd in the classroom. I had to ask students to step aside so I could write on the blackboard.
Integrating environmental, social, and economic spheres, food systems has an intrinsic appeal to students, and it offers a powerful lens through which to understand communities, evaluate the human condition, unite behind a common cause -and generally make the world a better place. It is also attractive to a growing cadre of young faculty who are equipped with the art and skill of interdisciplinary work. In this issue we feature a substantial collection of papers highlighting some of the cutting edge work of leading educators and researchers across North America.
The Sustainable Agriculture Education Association (SAEA) was very quick to respond to this call for papers. A group of its members gathered last year to take stock of the state of the art at land-grant universities, and they captured the key themes of this workshop in a set of four papers. JAFSCD columnists also addressed food systems and higher education. John Ikerd deftly suggests that higher education mimic regenerative living systems whose semipermeable boundaries offer dynamic interaction such as co-learning between student and instructor.
Likewise, Ken Meter looks at two contrasting models of knowledge building. One extracts resources from communities. Another, often practiced by extension educators, builds capacity both at the university and in the community by convening people to learn together. And Joseph McIntyre recognizes the positive changes taking place in academia but laments its "tight system" -loaded with creativity and talent, but often shackled by rules and protocols that prevent it from engaging in cutting edge "citizen science." This was a particularly large issue, with 11 papers in response to the special topic call, and I would like to express my deep gratitude to all of our peer reviewers, including a number of ad hoc reviewers called upon to assist in handling the load. Thank you one and all for your contribution to JAFSCD and the growing field of food systems!
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